“With the Help of our God”

1 Thessalonians 2: 1-16, Lesson 4

Women’s Bible Study, February 8 and 9, 2012

Paul’s defense against false accusations:  2: 1-6 and 9

· Falsely accused in Philippi of “advocating customs unlawful for Romans to accept or practice” (Acts 16: 21)

· Falsely accused in Thessalonica of “defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus” (Acts 17: 9)

( How can Paul keep preaching in the face of such opposition?
· 2: 2  “. . . with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition.” (NIV) “We had courage” (RSV)  “We were bold” (KJV)
· Mary in Luke 1: 37 “. . . nothing is impossible with God.”

· Jesus in Mark 10: 27 “. . . all things are possible with God.”

· Paul in Romans 1: 16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”

( What keeps you from telling the gospel?

2: 3-5 More false accusations against Paul (fame, flattery, praise, greed, a watered-down gospel, trickery)

2: 3 Paul’s defense “For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you.”

2: 4 Paul’s only motive  “. . . We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts.”

( What are your motives in taking on jobs at church?

( What messages are your daily actions communicating about your faith?

I’d rather see a sermon than hear one, any day;

I’d rather one would walk with me than merely show the way.

The eye’s a better pupil, more willing than the ear;

Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always clear.



From Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone:  Galatians and Thessalonians
Paul’s life among the Thessalonians: 2: 7-12

· Mother image in v. 7 “. . . we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children” (NIV) or “like a nurse taking care of her children” (RSV)

· Father image in v. 11-12 “With each of you we were like a father with his child, holding your hand, whispering encouragement, showing you step-by-step how to live well before God, who called us into his own kingdom, into this delightful life.” (Eugene Peterson, The Message)

· Children image in v. 7 and 11

2: 12 “. . . live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory” and 2: 4 “to please God”

( What does it mean to please God and live a life worthy of Him?

· Ephesians 2: 8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

· Colossians 3: 10 “. . . take off our old self with its practices and put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”
· Put on new clothes of “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, and love” (from Colossians 3: 12-14)

2: 10 Paul’s life characterized “holy/pure, righteous/upright, and blameless” (NIV, NRSV)

( What words would people use to describe your life?
Paul’s gratitude for their acceptance of the Word: 2: 13

Paul’s frustration with those who oppose the gospel: 2: 14-16

2: 14 Thessalonians persecuted like early Christians in Judea

2: 16a Paul says people are trying to prevent him from “speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved.”

Romans 10: 1 “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.”

2: 16b Paul’s sobering picture of what will happen to those who oppose the gospel: “In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit.  The wrath of God has come upon them at last.”

“God’s anger is never capricious or malevolent; when humans reject him, and behave in ways that undermine his wise and generous designs for them and the world, he does not instantly punish, but allows space for repentance.  If this does not happen, though, wickedness builds up, sin accumulates, until the point where God must say ‘enough’ and bring things to an end.”  

Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone:  Galatians and Thessalonians
1: 10 “. . . wait for God’s son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.”
· Only Jesus can save us from the darkness and despair in our lives.  (Col. 1: 13)

· Only Jesus can give us hope and meaning in our lives.  (Jer. 29: 11)

· Only Jesus can transform us and help us throw off our old self with its clothes of anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language, sexual immorality, evil desires, and greed.  (Col. 3: 5, 8)

· Only Jesus can clothe us with his righteousness.  (Is. 61: 10)

Challenge:  “With the help of our God let us dare to tell his gospel in spite of strong opposition.”  
