Women’s Bible Study

January 25 and 26

I Thessalonians 1:2-10

Faith, Love, and Hope

John Calvin:  “your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” is a brief definition of true Christianity.

Faith

The opposite of faith is not doubt, but fear.

Faith is a gift.  Ephesians 2:8 – “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”

Hebrews 11:27 – “By faith he (Moses) left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.”

Love
Nehemiah 9:17 – “You are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love.  Therefore you did not desert them.  (And you will not desert us.”

Psalms 52:8  “I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever.”

Romans 5:5  “And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”  

Colossians 3:12  “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved.”

I John 3:1  “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!”
We need to be reminded, and reminded, and reminded again that we are loved.  

Hope
A hope in Jesus Christ changes what we treasure, how we see others, and ourselves, what we know about the future.  
John Stott:  “Faith, hope, and love are thus sure evidences of regeneration by the Holy Spirit.  Together, they completely reorient our lives, as we find ourselves being drawn up towards God in faith, out towards others in love, and on towards the Parousia (Second Coming) in hope.  The new birth means little or nothing if it does not pull us out of our fallen introversion and redirect us towards God, Christ, and our fellow human beings.”

Living it Out

Anonymous contemporary politician:  “I have a rule -- If you care deeply about a cause and you are engaged in an activity that makes you feel very good and very brave, and you are really in solidarity with all your friends, you’re probably not advancing your cause very much. You’re spending all your time with the people you agree with, cheering each other on, and not engaging [with others].”

John Stott (again):  “In I Thessalonians 1:4, Paul unites the love of God and the election of God.  That is, He chose us because He loves us, and He loves us because He loves us.  He does not love us because we are lovable, but only because He is love.  And with that mystery we must rest content.”
Neil White:  “At some point, I would try to find a church.  Not just any church.  A place like the church at Carville.  Where the parishioners were broken and chipped and cracked.  A place to go when I needed help.  A place to ask forgiveness.  A sacred place where people were not consumed with image or money.  I didn’t know if a church like this existed, but if it did, I would go.”  
Galatians 5:5-6 – “For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope.  For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value.  The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.  

Discussion Questions:

1)
For you, what is the true message of the gospel?

2)
What words could you substitute in Hebrews 11:27 to make it your own?

3)
Where in your life do you engage with folks who do not know the gospel?

4)
How can we make our churches places where people go when they need 
help, when they want to ask forgiveness – places that are sacred?

