Continuing the Journey
Women’s Bible Study
January 11/12, 2012
The Study of I Thessalonians
Genre – Epistle (all of the NT except the four gospels, Acts and Revelation)
Important considerations:
· Letter – written from one person to another or to a group

· “Occasional” document – arising out of and intended for a specific occasion


· First Century document


· “One sided phone call”


The Journey
· Paul’s missionary journey
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Phil 3:12-14)
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· Our unique journey in 2012

            We don’t know what this year’s journey will bring but:
1) We know God is faithful
His is the knowledge of what the end of the year shall 
bring us…whether roses will be strewn upon your way, 
or thorns on the stalk shall smart and wound you. He 
knows all the trouble that this year shall burden your heart…. 
 therefore do not fear and neither be afraid, but now 
at the change of years, in childlike confidence grasp the 
faithful hand of that Father who is in heaven.”  (Kuyper)

     DON’T LET GO

2) We know that God’s Word is True
    
      TAKE TIME APART

3) Community is central to the journey

BE A FAITHFUL PRESENCE
LISTEN
CONTRIBUTE
PRAY



